
AEGIS Timeline

In relation to key children’s safeguarding legislation & publications

Children Act for England and 
Wales

Legislative framework for the 
current child protection system. 
Sets out the paramountcy 
principle – that the welfare of the 
child should be the court’s main 
consideration.

United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child

The UK signed the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (UNCRC), which sets 
out the rights of every child in the 
world to survive, grow, participate 
and fulfil their potential.

AEGIS was formed by a group of 
guardianship organisations and 
boarding schools who felt 
oversight of international student 
welfare outside of school was 
needed. 

Children Order and Act for 
Northern Ireland and Scotland

The Children (Northern Ireland) 
Order 1995 and the Children 
(Scotland) Act 1995 established 
the legislative framework for the 
current child protection systems 
in Northern Ireland and Scotland.

Criminal Records Checks

Part V of the Police Act 1997 
established a centralised system 
of criminal records checks 
across the UK.

Major changes in child 
protection legislation 

The death of Victoria Climbié 
saw changes to the way 
children's services were 
structured in England and Wales.

Education Act 2002 saw 
replacement of List 99 with 
Children’s Barred List. 

Safeguarding Vulnerable 
Groups Act and GIRFEC

The Safeguarding Vulnerable 
Groups Act was passed.

Scotland’s Minister for Children 
published a review of the 
Children’s Hearing System, 
entitled Getting it right for every 
child (GIRFEC).
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2010 Working Together to 
Safeguard Children

2014 Keeping Children 
Safe in Education

2015 National Minimum 
Standards for Boarding 
Schools


